Making sense of coagulation tests, a practical approach.
A large variety of "clotting studies" are available to the clinician in evaluating the hemostatic capability of his patient. The authors have experience with these tests which are available in varying sophistication at hospitals ranging from 25-600 beds. In this article, the biochemistry and physiology of coagulation testing are purposely avoided. A common sense approach to evaluating the patient's "chance of bleeding or clotting" is presented.